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Foreword from Canada FBM2020’s Executive Director 


Dear reader,


Like our geography, Canadian publishing is as vast as it is promising, with a


landscape that is immense in both size and possibility.


In 2020, Canadian literature will be in the spotlight. We will share powerful


writing from all literary genres and from French, English, and Indigenous


voices while heralding the myriad of histories and backgrounds that


represent Singular Plurality. To fully understand the depth of literary talent


in Canada, it is vital to understand our unique publishing industry: its


origins and its current state, how it’s evolving and where it will go next.


In advance of our presence as the Guest of Honour at the Frankfurt Book


Fair in 2020, we offer you this snapshot of our vibrant industry. We look


forward to meeting you!


Gillian Fizet, Executive Director


Canada FBM2020







About Canada FBM2020 


On 6 October 2016, the Government of Canada signed a contract committing to


Canada’s participation as the Guest of Honour (GoH) at the Frankfurt Book Fair in


2020. Canada FBM2020 was then established as an entity in collaboration with


the Association of Canadian Publishers (ACP) and the Association nationale des


éditeurs de livres (ANEL) to manage, in French and English, the role and


involvement of the Canadian book publishing industry at the Frankfurt Book Fair in


2020.


Canada FBM2020 receives financial support from the Department of Canadian


Heritage (PCH) and strategic oversight from a steering committee that includes


members of PCH, the Canada Council for the Arts, Global Affairs Canada, Telefilm


Canada, Music Canada and Canada FBM2020. As a not-for-profit organization,


Canada FBM2020 is supported by an independent board of directors and is


working with key government and industry partners to deliver the major elements


of the GoH program.


Canada FBM2020 is an entity that employs two official languages to represent


English, French, and Indigenous members of the publishing industry from across


Canada.


For more information, please visit canadafbm2020.com







CANADA


Established in 1867, Canada is a relatively young country whose literature has been influenced by


its unique geography, proximity to the US, multicultural society, and colonial past – all of which


have influenced the shape of the Canadian publishing industry. This spans English and French-


language sectors, multinationals, and Canadian-owned presses.


A major government effort launched in 2008 – the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of


Canada – to redress Canada’s long record of injustice towards Indigenous peoples has helped to


dramatically expand the range of books and writers published in Canada today. Authors and


artists from Indigenous communities are sharing stories of their past and present realities,


ushering in fresh voices and forms and changing the way Canada moves forward as a country.


The result is that domestic and international audiences are able to read Canadian books written


from more perspectives than ever, and in English, French, and Indigenous languages. It is an


exciting new era.







CANADA IN NUMBERS







About Canada


Geography: Canada is the world’s second largest country by total area (after Russia) and


spans ten provinces and three territories that stretch from the Atlantic Ocean to the


Pacific Ocean to the Arctic Ocean in the north.


Government: Parliamentary democracy.


Languages: Official languages are English and French; Mandarin, Cantonese, and


Punjabi are the next three most commonly spoken languages.


World rankings:


• 1st for quality of life


• 1st for healthiest country


• 3rd for education system


• 4th : Total volume of fresh water sources


• 10th : Largest economy by GDP


• Top 10: Best places to do business in the world


Sources: U.S. News & World Report; Global Wellness Index; WorldAtlas; FMI; Forbes.
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Canada 


37,412,852


Canadian Population by Province and Territory – 2019 







Source: Statistics Canada, Census 2016, product number


98-400-X2016045 in the catalogue.


English


57%
French


21%


Other


22%


Language Spoken at Home


Canada Has Two Official 


Languages: English and French


It's important to note that in addition 


to English and French languages, 


90 different living Indigenous 


languages are also part of the 


Canadian cultural landscape. On 


June 21, 2019, "The Indigenous 


Languages Act," which is intended to 


support the reclamation, 


revitalization, maintaining and 


strengthening of Indigenous 


languages in Canada was 


announced.
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Source: Statistics Canada. Table 17-10-0005-01. Population estimates on July 1st, 


by age and sex.


Population by Age Group – 2018







CANADA’S BOOK INDUSTRY







Young country, young industry


It was only in the sixteenth century that the first European explorers sailed to North


America, less than 200 years ago that Canada came into being as a nation, and as


recently as the 1960s and 70s that Canada’s cultural industries began to grow


quickly and to express a distinctly Canadian character unmoored from a colonial past.


Compared with the publishing histories of many European countries, Canada’s own is


young and its size reflects this fact.


The industry comprises more than 260 English-language publishers and more than


100 French-language publishers. In 2018 it was valued at 1.4 billion euros. It is


incredibly dynamic, open to new voices, and increasingly reflects the full diversity and


multiculturalism of Canadian society.







Source: Statistics Canada. Table 36-10-0453-01. Culture and sport indicators by domain 


and sub-domain, by province and territory, industry perspective.


GDP and Jobs in Canada’s Book Industry – 2017


GDP


EUR 513.4 million 


Jobs


9,572
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Book Industry Jobs by Province – 2017







Source: Statistics Canada. Table 11-10-0222-01. Household spending, Canada, regions 


and provinces.


Canadian Household Spending, Cultural Products 


and Books – 2016-2017
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Source: Governement of Canada, Canadian Industry Statistics, Book Stores and News 


Dealers, https://www.ic.gc.ca/app/scr/app/cis/summary-sommaire/4513
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Total:


958 bookstores* 


representing 1,571 


distinct points of sale


Number of Bookstores* in Canada – 2016


*including News Dealers







Sources: BookNet Canada and BTLF-Gaspard


*General public sales, excluding educational market


English-language market


EUR 1.1 billion


French-language market


EUR 300 million


EUR 1.4 billion 


The Canadian Book Market –


2018 retail sales*
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In addition, each province has specific programs offering 


support to its book market


Source: Canadian Heritage, Presentation to the Association of Canadian 


Publishers, June 2015


Canadian Legal Framework


LEGISLATION


• Investment Canada Act


• Copyright Act


FINANCIAL SUPPORT


• Canada Book Fund


• Canada Council for the Arts


• National Translation Program 


for Book Publishing


• Public Lending Right


REGULATION AND POLICY


• Foreign Investment Policy in Book 


Publishing and Distribution


• Book Importation Regulations







Note: Discount to bookstores in other Canadian provinces are not regulated and may vary 


from 40% to 50% of the list price.


• The Act Respecting the Development of Quebec Firms in the Book Industry (Law


51), adopted in 1981, aims at increasing territorial and economic accessibility


by supporting the establishment of a province-wide network of accredited


bookstores and at developing the book industry infrastructure.


• The Act applies to booksellers, publishers and accredited distributors as well as


institutional customers.


• Standing order system: This is the main marketing method for new releases.


New titles are sent out periodically, based on categories and quantities


predetermined by the bookseller and the sales representative.


• Public institutions must purchase all of their books from accredited bookstores


within their administrative region at the publisher’s list price.


• Minimum discounts granted to bookstores: The discount to bookstores is set at


40% of the list price for general works and at 30% for educational works.


Textbooks are exempt from the law.


Quebec's Distinct Legal Framework







Source: Projection based on Statistics Canada’s 2016 data.


EUR 135 million


12% increase since 2016


eBook Market in Canada – 2018







Sources: BookNet Canada and BTLF-Gaspard.
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Number of Distinct Titles* Sold – 2018


Canadian market:


1,000,000 titles 







Sources: BookNet Canada and BTLF-Gaspard.
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Sources: BookNet Canada and BTLF-Gaspard; % in volume of units.
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Sources: English-language market: projection based on BookNet Canada’s Sales Data ; 


French-language market: projection based on BTLF-Gaspard’s sales data.              
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Source: Projections based on BookNet Canada’s Consumer Research 2018 survey,


The Canadian Book Market 2018, p. 2
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Sources: based on BTLF-Gaspard’s sales data and on Table 1 of Optique culture, OCCQ, 


no.65, June 2019, p.3 
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Source: Canadian-owned book export sales for 2018-2019, Financial statements 2016 


and 2017, Livres Canada Books. 


Sales


Rights EUR 4,658,820


End products EUR 64,836,370 


Total EUR 69,495,190 


* Data collected from independent Canadian publishers


Canadian Books Export* – 2018-2019







Source: Statistics Canada. Table 21-10-0208-01, Book publishers, new titles published by 


commercial category, country of control.
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Source: BTLF-Memento and Statistics Canada, Table 21-10-0207-01, Book publishers, 


new titles published by commercial category, authorship breakdown.
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ENGLISH-LANGUAGE AUTHORS


Janette Oke


Margaret Atwood


Lucy Maud Montgomery


Peter H. Reynolds


Gordon Korman


Paulette Bourgeois


Brenda Clark


Mary Balogh


John Kenneth Galbraith


Saul Bellow


Source: OCLC, Maple Leaves: Discovering Canada’s place in the world through 


the published record.


FRENCH-LANGUAGE AUTHORS


Michel Tremblay


Marie-Claire Blais


Yves Thériault


Antonine Maillet


Anne Hébert


Christiane Duchesne


Gilles Tibo


Gabrielle Roy


Nancy Huston


Louis-Honoré Fréchette


Most Popular Canadian Authors in the World, 


Ranked by Library Holdings







Centering Indigenous Voices


That the word “Canada” is derived from the Iroquois First Nations word “Kanata” – meaning “Land” – attests


to the foundational nature of Indigenous language and culture in this country. Yet for a long period of time,


Indigenous language and cultural expression was systematically silenced by the Canadian government


through such events as the Massey Commission of 1951, which was effectively an official order to allow


Indigenous languages and artistic practices to die.


Recent commissions and developments both within Canada and internationally have set the stage for the


rightful reconciliation of Indigenous languages and culture in Canada. These include:


• The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which outlines the individual


and collective rights of Indigenous peoples around the world. The Canadian government “has committed to a


renewed, nation-to-nation relationship with Indigenous peoples based on recognition of rights, respect, co-


operation and partnership” according to UNDRIP.


• The establishment in 2008 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, which for years


collected Indigenous People’s statements and truth telling about the abuses suffered under Canada’s


notorious Residential School System. The final report of the Commission contains multiple calls-to-action


meant to pave the way for lasting reconciliation across Canada, with Canada’s arts and culture sectors


considered to be key agents of change.







Kegedonce Press


Theytus Books


Pemmican Publications Inc.


Inhabit Media Inc. 


Les Éditions Hannenorak


Source: University of Toronto, University of British Columbia, hannenorak.com


Main Indigenous Publishers in Canada


While these five publishers represent organizations that are dedicated to publishing literature,


many non-Indigenous publishers are also publishing Indigenous authors and illustrators. In


addition, there are a larger number of smaller non-profit or social enterprise organizations that


offer non-literature publishing; mostly for Indigenous language learning and cultural resource


materials. A partial list of these organizations can be found at the University of Toronto website:


https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/Aboriginalpublishers



https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/Aboriginalpublishers





LANGUAGE NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS


Cree 2,495


Inuktitut 2,118


Ojibwe 955


Other communities 893


Other Algonquian languages 790


Mi’kmaq 635


Yupik languages 382


Mohawk 363


Other Athabaskan languages 357


Slavey 229


Source: OCLC, Maple Leaves: Discovering Canada’s place in the world through the 


published record.


Most Frequent Indigenous Languages in the 


Library and Archives Canada Collection (LAC)


Since the Indigenous publishing industry is young, there is little hard data available at this time. However, new 


voices and Indigenous publishers are increasingly gaining exposure as they appear on best-seller lists and winning 


literary awards.







Sources: BookNet Canada and BTLF-Gaspard
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Sales of Indigenous titles in Canada – 2016-2018


Indigenous and non-Indigenous publishers


Sales of Indigenous titles continue to grow, with expanding lists of 


Indigenous titles published by both Indigenous-owned firms and 


other Canadian publishers.







Sources: Library of Parliament, Ottawa (1), Vancouver Public Library (2), BAnQ, 


Montreal (credit: Bernard Fougères) (3), Vancouver Island Regional Library, Nanaimo 


North Branch (4), Rosemere Library (5), Ottawa Public Library (6).
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Sources: Provincial ministries and government agencies 2019
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Canada total


3,502 public libraries


Canadian public libraries cover the entire country and are freely accessible to


all, regardless of social status.


Canadian Public Libraries by Province
(Number of Points of Service)







COUNTRY TOTAL HOLDINGS*


United States 53,811,152


Germany 1,625,922


United Kingdom 1,625,272


Australia 1,375,211


France 861,934


Netherlands 435,231


New Zealand 407,496


China 395,790


Switzerland 301,159


Turkey 300,436


Source: OCLC, Maple Leaves: Discovering Canada’s place in the world through the 


published record.


* Number of documents available in libraries


Countries with Largest Concentrations of 


Canadiana-Related Library Holdings 







There are over a hundred literary events across the country, in the form of 


festivals, fairs or meetings.


Some of the more prominent ones include: 


• International Writers Festivals Series in many Canadian cities


• The Word On the Street Series in many Canadian cities


• Salon du livre de Montréal (Montreal book fair)


• Toronto International Festival of Authors


• Vancouver Writers Fest


• WordFest Calgary


Book Fairs and Events







Over 150 different literary awards in Canada, 


including:


• Governor General’s Literary Awards


• Rogers Communication Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize


• Prix des libraires du Québec


• TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award


• Scotiabank Giller Prize


• Hilary Weston Writers' Trust Prize for Nonfiction


• RBC Taylor Prize


• Canada Reads


• Prix des collégiens


• The CODE Burt Award for First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Young Adult Literature


• OLA Forest of Reading


Literary Awards







For more information, 


see the list of our 


partners:


Available at canadafbm2020.com
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